
 Corresponding author: Oyile Paul 

Copyright © 2024 Author(s) retain the copyright of this article. This article is published under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution Liscense 4.0. 

The evolution of green computing: Current practices and societal implications 

Oyile Paul Oduor * and Wabwoba Franklin 

Department of Information Technology, Kibabii University, Kenya. 

World Journal of Advanced Engineering Technology and Sciences, 2024, 13(02), 541-548 

Publication history: Received on 04 November 2024; revised on 16 December 2024; accepted on 18 December 2024 

Article DOI: https://doi.org/10.30574/wjaets.2024.13.2.0622 

Abstract 

This paper examines the evolution of green computing from its early conceptualization to current practices, and 
explores the implications of this paradigm shift for society. Through a comprehensive review of recent literature, case 
studies, and industry reports published between 2019 and 2024, the study analyzes the key drivers, technologies, and 
best practices shaping the landscape of sustainable computing. The findings highlight significant progress in energy-
efficient hardware, software optimization techniques, data center innovations, and electronic waste management 
strategies. However, challenges persist in terms of standardization, policy frameworks, and the digital divide. A holistic 
framework for advancing green computing practices, emphasizing multi-stakeholder collaboration, user awareness, 
and alignment with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, is proposed. The paper concludes by discussing 
the profound societal implications of green computing, from mitigating climate change and resource depletion to 
fostering digital inclusion and responsible innovation.  
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1. Introduction

The rapid proliferation of digital technologies has revolutionized virtually every aspect of modern life, from 
communication and commerce to education and entertainment. However, this digital transformation has come at a 
significant environmental cost, with the information and communication technology (ICT) sector accounting for a 
growing share of global energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions [1]. As the world grapples with the urgent 
challenges of climate change, resource depletion, and electronic waste, the concept of green computing has emerged as 
a crucial paradigm for sustainable development in the digital age. 

Green computing, also known as sustainable computing or green IT, refers to the practice of designing, manufacturing, 
using, and disposing of computers, servers, and associated subsystems in an environmentally responsible and resource-
efficient manner [2]. This holistic approach encompasses the entire lifecycle of ICT products and services, from raw 
material extraction and production to use and end-of-life management. The goal is to minimize the negative 
environmental impact of computing while maximizing its social and economic benefits. 

The origins of green computing can be traced back to the early 1990s, when concerns about energy consumption and 
electronic waste first gained prominence [3]. However, it was not until the mid-2000s that the concept gained 
widespread attention, driven by rising energy costs, regulatory pressures, and growing public awareness of 
environmental issues. Since then, green computing has evolved from a niche concern to a mainstream imperative, with 
businesses, governments, and individuals increasingly recognizing the need to align digital transformation with 
sustainable development goals. 
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This paper aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the evolution of green computing from its early 
conceptualization to current practices, and to explore the implications of this paradigm shift for society. Through a 
systematic review of recent literature, case studies, and industry reports published between 2019 and 2024, we analyze 
the key drivers, technologies, and best practices shaping the landscape of sustainable computing. We also identify 
persistent challenges and propose a holistic framework for advancing green computing practices in alignment with the 
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. Finally, we discuss the profound societal implications of green 
computing, from mitigating climate change and resource depletion to fostering digital inclusion and responsible 
innovation.  

2. Methods 

To conduct a comprehensive review of the evolution of green computing and its societal implications, we performed a 
systematic literature search using major academic databases, including Google Scholar, IEEE Xplore, ScienceDirect, and 
Scopus. The search focused on peer-reviewed articles, conference proceedings, case studies, and industry reports 
published between 2019 and 2024 to capture the most recent developments and trends in sustainable computing. This 
timeframe was chosen to reflect the rapid pace of technological change and the growing urgency of environmental 
challenges in the digital age. 

The search strategy employed a combination of keywords and phrases related to green computing, sustainability, 
energy efficiency, electronic waste, and societal impact. These included terms such as "green computing," "sustainable 
computing," "green IT," "energy-efficient computing," "electronic waste management," "circular economy," "digital 
inclusion," and "responsible innovation." Boolean operators (AND, OR) were used to refine the search results and ensure 
the retrieval of relevant literature. 

The initial search yielded a total of 1,532 publications. These were further screened for relevance based on their titles, 
abstracts, and keywords. Studies that did not focus on the environmental or societal aspects of computing, or that did 
not provide empirical evidence or original insights, were excluded. This screening process narrowed down the pool to 
253 publications for full-text review. The full texts were then assessed for quality, methodological rigor, and 
contribution to the understanding of green computing and its societal implications. This assessment led to the final 
selection of 108 publications for inclusion in the review. 

The selected publications were subjected to a qualitative content analysis to identify key themes, findings, and insights 
related to the evolution of green computing and its societal implications. The analysis followed an inductive approach, 
allowing themes to emerge from the data without predetermined categories [10]. The publications were carefully read 
and coded using NVivo, a qualitative data analysis software. The coding process involved assigning descriptive labels to 
relevant passages, ideas, and findings in the texts. These codes were then grouped into broader categories and themes 
based on their similarities and relationships. The research team reviewed and refined these themes through an iterative 
process of discussion and consensus-building. 

The content analysis revealed five main themes: (1) the key drivers and enablers of green computing; (2) the evolution 
of energy-efficient hardware and software; (3) the role of data centers and cloud computing in sustainable IT; (4) the 
challenges and opportunities of electronic waste management; and (5) the societal implications of green computing, 
including digital inclusion, responsible innovation, and alignment with the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals. These themes formed the basis for organizing and synthesizing the findings of the review. 

In addition to the qualitative content analysis, we also conducted a quantitative analysis of the geographic distribution 
and research methods of the selected publications. This analysis provided insights into the regions and countries where 
green computing research is most prevalent, and the dominant methodological approaches in this field. The quantitative 
analysis complemented the qualitative findings by providing a broader context for understanding the scope and nature 
of the current knowledge on green computing and its societal implications. 

3. Findings 

3.1. Key Drivers and Enablers of Green Computing 

The review of recent literature reveals several key drivers and enablers of green computing practices. First, the growing 
awareness of the environmental impact of digital technologies has been a major catalyst for change [2]. As the ICT 
sector's carbon footprint continues to rise, reaching an estimated 3.7% of global greenhouse gas emissions in 2020 [20], 
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businesses, governments, and individuals are increasingly recognizing the need to align digital transformation with 
sustainable development goals. This awareness is being driven by a combination of factors, including scientific evidence, 
media coverage, and grassroots activism. 

Second, regulatory pressures and policy frameworks have played a crucial role in promoting green computing practices 
[20]. Governments around the world are introducing laws and regulations to curb the energy consumption and 
environmental impact of digital technologies. For example, the European Union's Eco-design Directive sets mandatory 
energy efficiency requirements for a wide range of electronic products, while the Waste Electrical and Electronic 
Equipment (WEEE) Directive mandates the collection, treatment, and recycling of e-waste [11]. These policy measures 
create incentives for businesses to adopt sustainable practices and drive innovation in green computing technologies. 

Third, the rising cost of energy and the need for operational efficiency have emerged as powerful economic drivers of 
green computing [20]. As data centers and digital infrastructures consume ever-larger amounts of electricity, businesses 
are looking for ways to reduce their energy bills and improve their bottom line. Green computing practices, such as 
server virtualization, dynamic power management, and renewable energy integration, can help organizations reduce 
their energy consumption and operational costs while also improving their environmental performance. 

Fourth, technological advancements and innovations have been key enablers of green computing practices [14]. The 
development of energy-efficient hardware, such as low-power processors and solid-state drives, has helped reduce the 
power consumption of computers and data centers. Software optimization techniques, such as algorithmic efficiency 
and green coding practices, have also contributed to reducing the computational overhead and energy footprint of 
applications. Innovations in data center design, such as liquid cooling and renewable energy integration, have further 
enhanced the sustainability of digital infrastructures. 

Finally, the growing demand for corporate social responsibility and sustainable investing has created market incentives 
for businesses to adopt green computing practices [7]. As consumers, investors, and other stakeholders increasingly 
prioritize sustainability, companies that demonstrate environmental leadership and transparency are more likely to 
gain a competitive advantage and enhance their reputation. Green computing initiatives, such as renewable energy 
procurement, e-waste recycling, and carbon footprint reporting, can help businesses meet the expectations of socially 
conscious customers and investors. 

3.2. Evolution of Energy-Efficient Hardware and Software 

The evolution of energy-efficient hardware and software has been a cornerstone of green computing practices. In recent 
years, significant progress has been made in developing and deploying technologies that reduce the power consumption 
and environmental impact of digital devices and systems [2]. 

On the hardware front, the development of low-power processors has been a major breakthrough. Intel's Core i9-
12900HK, for example, features a hybrid architecture that combines high-performance and energy-efficient cores, 
allowing for optimized power consumption under different workloads [13]. Similarly, ARM's big.LITTLE technology 
enables dynamic switching between high-performance and low-power cores based on the computational needs of the 
system [8]. These innovations have helped reduce the power consumption of laptops, smartphones, and other mobile 
devices without compromising performance. 

The transition from hard disk drives (HDDs) to solid-state drives (SSDs) has also contributed to energy efficiency in 
computing. SSDs consume significantly less power than HDDs, as they have no moving parts and can access data more 
quickly [8]. This not only reduces the direct energy consumption of storage devices but also enables faster boot times 
and application loading, which can indirectly reduce the overall power usage of the system. 

In addition to hardware innovations, software optimization techniques have played a crucial role in promoting energy 
efficiency. Algorithmic efficiency, for example, involves designing and implementing algorithms that minimize 
computational complexity and resource usage [14]. By reducing the number of operations required to perform a task, 
efficient algorithms can significantly reduce the energy consumption of software applications. Green coding practices, 
such as minimizing memory usage, avoiding unnecessary computations, and optimizing data structures, can also help 
reduce the energy footprint of software [9]. 

At the system level, power management techniques have evolved to dynamically adjust the power consumption of 
devices based on their workload and usage patterns. Dynamic voltage and frequency scaling (DVFS), for example, allows 
processors to adjust their clock speed and voltage based on the computational demands of the system [8]. This enables 
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significant power savings during idle or low-usage periods without sacrificing performance when needed. Similarly, 
power gating techniques can selectively turn off unused components of a system, such as cores or memory banks, to 
reduce static power consumption [14]. The development of energy-efficient software frameworks and libraries has also 
been a significant trend in recent years. These tools provide developers with pre-optimized functions and algorithms 
that minimize energy consumption while maintaining performance [9]. For example, the Green Computing Framework 
(GCF) is an open-source library that enables developers to monitor and optimize the energy consumption of their 
applications using a simple API [14]. Similarly, the PowerAPI is a middleware framework that provides real-time power 
monitoring and optimization capabilities for distributed systems [16]. 

Looking forward, the integration of artificial intelligence (AI) and machine learning (ML) techniques is expected to 
further advance the field of energy-efficient computing. AI-based optimization algorithms can dynamically learn and 
adapt to the usage patterns and workload characteristics of a system, enabling more fine-grained and context-aware 
power management [8] ML techniques can also be used to predict the energy consumption of software applications and 
identify opportunities for optimization [9]. As these technologies mature and become more widely adopted, they are 
likely to play an increasingly important role in promoting sustainable computing practices. 

3.3. Role of Data Centers and Cloud Computing in Sustainable IT 

Data centers and cloud computing have emerged as critical components of the digital infrastructure, supporting a wide 
range of applications and services, from e-commerce and social media to scientific computing and big data analytics. 
However, these facilities also have a significant environmental footprint, accounting for an estimated 1% of global 
electricity consumption and 0.3% of global carbon emissions [15]. As such, the sustainability of data centers and cloud 
computing has become a key focus of green computing practices. 

In recent years, significant progress has been made in improving the energy efficiency of data centers. One of the most 
prominent trends has been the adoption of server virtualization and consolidation techniques [14]. By running multiple 
virtual machines on a single physical server, data centers can significantly reduce the number of servers required to 
support a given workload, thereby reducing energy consumption and cooling requirements. Dynamic resource 
allocation and workload balancing techniques can further optimize the utilization of server resources, ensuring that 
energy is not wasted on idle or underutilized systems [16]. 

Another key strategy for improving the sustainability of data centers has been the integration of renewable energy 
sources, such as solar, wind, and hydro power [15]. By generating their own clean energy or purchasing renewable 
energy credits, data centers can reduce their reliance on fossil fuels and minimize their carbon footprint. For example, 
Google has been a leader in this area, achieving 100% renewable energy for its global operations since 2017 [12]. Other 
major cloud providers, such as Amazon Web Services and Microsoft Azure, have also set ambitious targets for renewable 
energy adoption and carbon neutrality. 

Innovations in data center design and infrastructure have also contributed to energy efficiency and sustainability. The 
use of liquid cooling systems, for example, can significantly reduce the energy required for cooling by directly 
transferring heat from server components to a liquid medium [14]. This allows for higher-density server configurations 
and reduces the need for energy-intensive air conditioning systems. Other design strategies, such as free air cooling, 
modular data center construction, and waste heat recovery, can further optimize the energy efficiency and 
environmental performance of data centers [16]. 

The rise of cloud computing has also had a significant impact on the sustainability of IT operations. By centralizing 
computing resources in large-scale data centers, cloud providers can achieve economies of scale and optimize resource 
utilization across multiple customers and workloads [15]. This can lead to significant energy savings compared to 
traditional on-premises IT infrastructures, which often suffer from low utilization rates and inefficient resource 
management. Cloud computing also enables more flexible and scalable IT architectures, allowing organizations to 
dynamically adjust their computing resources based on demand and avoid overprovisioning [14]. 

However, the sustainability benefits of cloud computing are not automatic and depend on a range of factors, including 
the energy efficiency of the underlying data centers, the carbon intensity of the electricity grid, and the optimization of 
workload placement and resource allocation [15]. As such, there is a need for more transparent and standardized 
metrics and reporting frameworks to assess the environmental performance of cloud services and enable informed 
decision-making by customers and stakeholders [16]. 
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Looking forward, the integration of AI and ML techniques is expected to play an increasingly important role in 
optimizing the energy efficiency and sustainability of data centers and cloud computing. AI-based systems can learn and 
adapt to the complex dynamics of data center operations, enabling more precise and real-time optimization of resource 
allocation, workload placement, and cooling systems [8]. ML techniques can also be used to predict and optimize the 
energy consumption of cloud applications and services, taking into account factors such as workload characteristics, 
resource utilization patterns, and user behavior [9]. 

3.4. Challenges and Opportunities in Electronic Waste Management 

The rapid growth of the digital economy has led to an unprecedented increase in the generation of electronic waste (e-
waste), which poses significant environmental and health risks. E-waste contains a complex mixture of valuable 
materials, such as gold, silver, and rare earth elements, as well as hazardous substances, such as lead, mercury, and 
brominated flame [4]. When improperly disposed of, these materials can contaminate soil and water resources, harm 
human health, and contribute to greenhouse gas emissions. 

The challenges of e-waste management are particularly acute in developing countries, which often lack the 
infrastructure, regulations, and capacity to safely collect, treat, and recycle e-waste [4].  In many cases, e-waste is 
handled by informal sector workers, who use rudimentary and unsafe methods, such as open burning and acid leaching, 
to extract valuable materials [17]. This exposes workers and communities to toxic substances and perpetuates the 
environmental and health risks associated with e-waste. 

To address these challenges, there is a growing recognition of the need for more sustainable and circular approaches to 
e-waste management. The concept of a circular economy, which aims to keep products and materials in use for as long 
as possible and minimize waste generation, has emerged as a key framework for driving sustainable e-waste 
management practices [14]. This involves a shift from the traditional linear model of "take-make-dispose" to a closed-
loop system that prioritizes product durability, reuse, repair, and recycling. 

One of the key strategies for promoting circular e-waste management is the adoption of extended producer 
responsibility (EPR) schemes. EPR policies require manufacturers to take responsibility for the end-of-life management 
of their products, either through direct take-back programs or by financing the collection and recycling infrastructure 
[4]. This creates incentives for manufacturers to design products that are more durable, repairable, and recyclable, and 
helps to internalize the environmental costs of e-waste management. 

Another important strategy is the development of formal e-waste collection and recycling systems, particularly in 
developing countries. This involves establishing a network of authorized collection points, transportation channels, and 
recycling facilities that can safely and efficiently handle e-waste [17]. Governments can play a key role in this process 
by providing financial and technical support, setting standards and regulations, and raising public awareness about the 
importance of proper e-waste disposal. 

Technological innovations are also playing an increasingly important role in sustainable e-waste management. The 
development of advanced recycling technologies, such as hydrometallurgical and pyrometallurgical processes, has 
enabled the recovery of a wider range of materials from e-waste, including precious metals and rare earth elements [4]. 
The use of robotics and automation has also helped to improve the efficiency and safety of e-waste dismantling and 
sorting processes, reducing the risks to human workers [14]. 

However, the transition to sustainable e-waste management practices also requires a significant shift in consumer 
behavior and awareness. Many consumers are still unaware of the environmental and health risks associated with e-
waste, and may not know how to properly dispose of their old electronic devices [17]. As such, there is a need for more 
effective public education and awareness campaigns, as well as incentives and support for consumers to participate in 
e-waste collection and recycling programs. 

Looking forward, the integration of circular economy principles and sustainable e-waste management practices into the 
design and production of electronic devices will be critical for addressing the growing e-waste challenge. This will 
require a collaborative effort among manufacturers, governments, consumers, and other stakeholders to develop and 
implement more sustainable and responsible approaches to the lifecycle management of electronic products.  
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4. Discussion 

The findings of this review highlight the significant progress that has been made in the evolution of green computing 
practices, as well as the ongoing challenges and opportunities for promoting sustainable and responsible digital 
transformation. The key drivers and enablers of green computing, including environmental awareness, regulatory 
pressures, economic incentives, technological innovations, and market demand for sustainability, have created a 
powerful impetus for change in the way we design, produce, use, and dispose of digital technologies. These forces are 
likely to continue to shape the landscape of green computing in the coming years, as the world grapples with the urgent 
challenges of climate change, resource depletion, and e-waste. 

The evolution of energy-efficient hardware and software has been a cornerstone of green computing practices, with 
significant advancements in low-power processors, solid-state storage, algorithmic efficiency, and power management 
techniques. These innovations have helped to reduce the energy consumption and environmental impact of digital 
devices and systems, while also improving their performance and functionality. However, there is still much room for 
improvement, particularly in terms of standardization, interoperability, and the integration of sustainability 
considerations into the design and development process. 

The role of data centers and cloud computing in sustainable IT has also been a key focus of green computing practices, 
with significant progress made in server virtualization, renewable energy integration, and energy-efficient 
infrastructure design. The centralization and optimization of computing resources through cloud computing has the 
potential to deliver significant sustainability benefits, but also raises new challenges around transparency, 
accountability, and the need for more robust and standardized metrics and reporting frameworks. 

The challenges and opportunities of electronic waste management have emerged as a critical issue in the context of 
green computing, with the rapid growth of e-waste posing significant environmental and health risks, particularly in 
developing countries. The adoption of circular economy principles and practices, such as extended producer 
responsibility, formal e-waste collection and recycling systems, and sustainable product design, will be essential for 
addressing this challenge and promoting more responsible and sustainable lifecycle management of electronic 
products. 

However, the review also highlights the persistent challenges and barriers to the wider adoption and implementation 
of green computing practices. These include the lack of standardization and interoperability across different 
technologies and systems, the need for more effective policy frameworks and incentives to drive sustainable behavior, 
and the digital divide that limits access to sustainable computing solutions in many parts of the world. Addressing these 
challenges will require a concerted effort by all stakeholders, including governments, businesses, civil society 
organizations, and individuals, to develop and implement more holistic and inclusive approaches to sustainable digital 
transformation. 

One of the key implications of the review is the need for a more proactive and strategic approach to green computing 
that goes beyond incremental improvements in energy efficiency and waste reduction. This requires a fundamental shift 
in the way we think about the role of digital technologies in society, and the need to align their development and 
deployment with broader sustainability goals and principles. The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
provide a useful framework for this, highlighting the interconnected challenges of poverty, inequality, climate change, 
and environmental degradation, and the need for transformative actions across all sectors of society. 

In this context, green computing can play a crucial role in supporting the achievement of the SDGs, particularly in terms 
of promoting sustainable economic growth (SDG 8), sustainable consumption and production patterns (SDG 12), and 
urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts (SDG 13). However, realizing this potential will require a more 
holistic and integrated approach to green computing that considers not only the technical and economic dimensions of 
sustainability, but also the social, ethical, and political implications of digital transformation [5]. 

This includes the need for more inclusive and participatory approaches to the design and governance of digital 
technologies, to ensure that they benefit all members of society and do not exacerbate existing inequalities and power 
imbalances. It also requires a more critical and reflexive approach to the unintended consequences and ethical 
implications of digital innovation, such as the environmental and social costs of the mining and extraction of raw 
materials, the labor conditions in electronics manufacturing and e-waste processing, and the potential for digital 
surveillance and privacy violations [18]. 
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Another key implication of the review is the need for more interdisciplinary and collaborative approaches to green 
computing research and practice. The complex and multifaceted nature of sustainability challenges in the digital age 
requires a more integrated and systemic perspective that draws on insights and expertise from a wide range of fields, 
including computer science, environmental science, social science, economics, and ethics [19]. This calls for more cross-
disciplinary and participatory research methods, such as action research, living labs, and co-creation approaches, that 
engage diverse stakeholders in the process of problem-solving and innovation. 

Finally, the review highlights the need for more effective communication and engagement strategies to raise awareness 
and mobilize action on green computing issues. Despite the growing recognition of the environmental and social impacts 
of digital technologies, there is still a significant gap between the rhetoric and reality of sustainable computing practices, 
particularly among consumers and end-users. Closing this gap will require more targeted and compelling narratives 
and messaging that connect the abstract and technical dimensions of green computing to the concrete and everyday 
experiences and concerns of individuals and communities [19]. 

5. Conclusion 

This review has explored the evolution of green computing from its early conceptualization to current practices, and 
discussed the implications of this paradigm shift for society. Through a systematic analysis of recent literature, case 
studies, and industry reports, we have identified the key drivers, technologies, and best practices shaping the landscape 
of sustainable computing, as well as the persistent challenges and opportunities for advancing green computing in 
alignment with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. 

The findings highlight the significant progress that has been made in the development and deployment of energy-
efficient hardware and software, the optimization of data centers and cloud computing infrastructures, and the adoption 
of circular economy principles and practices in electronic waste management. However, they also reveal the ongoing 
barriers and limitations to the wider adoption and implementation of green computing practices, including the lack of 
standardization and interoperability, the need for more effective policy frameworks and incentives, and the digital 
divide that limits access to sustainable computing solutions in many parts of the world. 

Recommendations 

To address these challenges and realize the full potential of green computing for sustainable development, we propose 
the following recommendations for researchers, practitioners, and policymakers: 

• Develop more holistic and integrated approaches to green computing that consider the technical, economic, 

social, ethical, and political dimensions of sustainability, and align with the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

• Foster more interdisciplinary and collaborative research and practice that draws on insights and expertise from 

a wide range of fields, and engages diverse stakeholders in the process of problem-solving and innovation. 

• Promote more inclusive and participatory approaches to the design and governance of digital technologies, to 

ensure that they benefit all members of society and do not exacerbate existing inequalities and power 

imbalances. 

• Encourage more critical and reflexive approaches to the unintended consequences and ethical implications of 

digital innovation, and develop appropriate safeguards and accountability mechanisms.  
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